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(From left to right) Carol, J.R., Andrea and Michael spend time together days before his deployment.

Not just an Army of One

For every Soldier deployed there is a family waiting back home

By Brian Murphy
INSCOM Public Affairs Office

It sdifficult enoughasaSoldier tolearnthatin
oneweek you will bedeploying to adesert hafway
acrosstheworld during atime of war. Now imagine
thereaction of that Soldier’sparentswhen they learn
their only sonisoff to maketheir life safer.

Thisisthelessthan enviablestuation Sgt.
Michadl Root, acounterintelligenceagent withthe
308" Military Intelligence Battalion, 902™ M1 Group,
Fort Meade, Md., wasfaced with when hehadto call
hisparents, J.R. and Carol, and inform them of his
pending deployment last October.

“Itwasavery difficult phonecall to make,” Root
sad.

To say that everything happened unexpectedly
would bean understatement. Somehow Root went
from an everyday kid growing upin Phoenix,Az.,toa
soldierintheU.S. Army leaving for partsunknown.

“When | wasgrowing up | alwayswanted to be
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adoctor,” Root said. “ After | graduated from high
school | went tothe University of Arizonato study
pre-med.”

But muchto Root'sdismay, theuniversity didn’t
offer amajor in pre-med. Root decided to stay and
changed hismg or to engineering, adecison hewould
soonregret.

“Itdidn’t takelong for meto get disheartened,”
Root said. “1 quickly realized that | would wayshbe
just one of ahundred guysworking on some sprocket
onapieceof machinery. | wasnever goingto get any
recognition. | wasnever going to move up theranks—
| wasjust going to be an engineer. | decided that it
wasn'tforme.”

Ninemonthslater, in November 1999, Root
decidedtojointhemilitary.

“My father was supportivewhen | first told them
| wasjoining theArmy,” hesaid. “Heknew it would
beagood placefor me. He had spent four yearsinthe
Army when hewasyounger and looking back onit—
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With deployments come sacrifices both big and small. When Root arrived at
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait he shared a tent with 11 other Soldiers.

hewished hehad stayed infor 20
years. Hedidn't want to seeme
bouncing around from bluecollar
jobtobluecollar job my whole
life”

Root’smother’sreaction
wasn't aspositive. Carol re-
sponded ... well, asamother.

“My mother wasalittle
upset,” Root admitted. “Her only
sonwasleaving, and therewasno
telling wherel would begoing or
what | would bedoing. But at the
time, with the exception of what
wasgoingoninBosnia itwasa
fairly peaceful time.”

Root madeit through basic
training and hisadvanced individua
training and reported to hisfirst
duty station, the 308" M| Battal-

“ As soon as they knew
| was going away to war,
they thought the worst.
They thought that | was
going to die.”

Sgt. Michael Root,
308th MI Battalion

ion, inAugust 2000.

Everything remained quiet
until October 2002, when Root got
the newsthat hewould be deploy-
ingtotheMiddleEastinone
week’stime.

“Thisisn’taunit whereyour
bagsare aways packed and
you'reready to go at amoment’s
notice,” Root said. “Itredly did
comeasasurprise.”

Root’s parents, who are both
retired after long careerswiththe
loca Arizonaschool district, were
understandably upset at the news
their sonwasleaving for the
MiddleEast.

“ Assoon asthey knew | was
going away towar, they thought the
worst. They thought that | was
goingtodie,” Root said.

Root'sparentsimmediately
cancelled everythingandflew to
Marylandto seetheir son.

“He'sour only son,” saild JR
Root, who servedintheArmy asa
signal Soldier from 1960-1963.
“Witheverythinggoingoninthe
Middle East, wewanted himto
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know that weloved him and
supported him. It wasvery impor-
tant to usto spend some quality
timewith himbeforeheleft.”

Breakingthenewstohis
parentswasn'’t the only tough
phonecall Root had to make.
Whiledll of thiswasgoingon he
adsohadtoinformhisfiancee,
Andrea, hewould soon beleaving.

“Sheknew how tough every-
thingwasonmealready,” Root
said. “ Soeventhoughit was
difficult for her aswell, shewas
very supportive. Shekept asmile
on her faceand did anything she
couldtohelpme.”

Thefour of them spent as
much time as poss bletogether
before Root’ sdeployment.

“Wetried to do normal stuff,
likesite-seeing,” Root said. “But at
theend of thenight when |
dropped them off at their hotel, |
could seethetearsintheir eyes.
You couldtell that they were
thinking ‘I havetwo daysleft with
my son beforel may never seehim
again.’ Itwasaredly toughtime
for all of us”

Root stepped on aplaneand
left Fort Meade Oct. 25. After
receiving al of the necessary
deployment training at Fort Gor-
don, Ga., Root was of f to Kuwait.
WithindaysRoot redlized that
everything wasn't asbad asheand
hisfamily had feared.

Although hisdeployment
garted withhimlivinginal2-man
tent on CampArifjan, in Kuwait,
Root remained positive.

“1 got the chanceto do my
jobtheway it wasintended to be
done,” Root said. | deployed with
Soldiersfromthe513" M1 Bri-
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gade. They areconstantly deploying or trainingto
deploy. Someof theguys| waswith were ontheir
third deployment inayear and ahalf. They knew their
stuff. It wasnicefor mepersonally to be out therewith
peoplelikethat.”

And much to thedelight of Root’s parents, he
never came anywhere near the heat of thewar.

“Therewereno bulletsflying by my head,” Root
said. “Camp Dohahad afew incidents, but things
around CampAvrifjanweremuch quieter.”

Root waslucky to be ableto keepin constant
contact with his parentsand fiancée. And oncehe
talked theminto limiting theamount of war coverage
they would watch, the Situation becamelesshectic for
hisloved onesaswell.

Root returned home June 12, 2003.

“I watched the news, but my wifecouldn’t,” said
JR.“It affected usindifferent ways. | wanted to be

up to date with what was going on over there, sol
would watch every night. My wifereacted much like
any mother would. Shejust wanted her sonwould get
homessfdy.”

Reflecting back, Root cherishesthe seven-month
deployment.

“Onceeverything wasover and | had the chance
tolook back I'mreally glad | deployed,” Root said.
“I’mdefinitely better at my job now that | havereal-
worldtraining. You can only learn so much from atext
book. | gained experiences| otherwise never would
have had, and | had the chanceto do my job theway
it wasintended to bedone.”

That wasn't theonly benefit hewalked away with.

“With all of theextrapay andtheimproved living
conditionsout there, it definitely wasn't asbad asit
could have been. | really couldn’t have asked for
better conditionsduring adeployment,” hesaid.
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Sgt. Michael Root spent seven months in Kuwait with the 308th Military Intelligence Battalion.
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